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MESSAGE FROM OUR DEPARTMENT HEAD 
 
We come to yet another year full of excitement, anticipation 
and yes, Music!  We are very fortunate to be welcoming two 
new members to the department.  Steven Palmieri who will 
be teaching vocal music in the Middle School and Steve 
DeLuca who is filling in for Mrs. Passaro for the remainder 
of her maternity leave.  Both are extremely talented 
individuals who will no doubt embellish and add to the 
performing arts department in a multitude of ways. 
 
As we look forward to this year, many exciting things are 
on the horizon.  The faculty will once again be performing 
in a recital to raise funds for the performing arts 
department.  The recital, which will take place on 
Thursday, October 21 in the NPHS auditorium, will 
directly follow a brief Music Boosters meeting beginning 
at 7:00pm.  The recital will feature a majority of the 
performing arts faculty from the district and may include 
some faculty outside of the department as well.  This will 
be the second recital we have done and we are very eager 
to perform for you once again. 
 
The high school music department trip is to Ohio this year 
and will include visits to Cedar Point (The Roller Coaster 
Capital of the World), The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame and 
performances at the University of Akron.  This trip will take 
place in late May.  This is a new location and we are excited 
to explore a new travel destination.  Other highlights 
include: the fall dramatic production entitled “The Good 
Person of Setzuan”, the spring musical “Into The Woods” 
and of course all of the annual seasonal concerts and 
performances produced by the entire performing arts 
department.  We invite you to come and witness the 
wonderful dividends of our students’ talent and dedication. 
 
We are so very fortunate in New Providence to have a 
community, staff and administration committed to the arts 
and who believe in the value of arts education as an integral 
part of a child’s’  education.  I am excited about the 
upcoming year and I look forward to seeing you at our 
performances. 
 
MICHAEL NIEDZIEJKO 
Interim Department Head 
Department of Music Education and Performing Arts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MUSIC BOOSTER’S PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
"Ah, music!  A magic beyond all we do here!"  (J.K. 
Rowling, Harry Potter and the Sorcerer's Stone, 1997).  
Ah, music!  It©s something we love here in New 
Providence too!  From third grade recorder classes to 
marching band championships; from Kindergarten sing-
alongs to sold-out performances of the Spring Musical, we 
have music in our bones.  On behalf of the New 
Providence Music Boosters, I welcome you back to 
another musical year in the New Providence School 
District.  Things are already humming along. 
  
Our organization exists to support music in our schools in 
any way we can.  Over the past few years, we have 
invested funds in the purchase of new risers for both Salt 
Brook and Roberts Schools; equipment, new instruments, 
and sheet music for various classes, and  computer 
programs and materials for the Music Theory Class now 
being offered at the High School.  We raise money through 
events such as the Ice Cream Social (our biggest event and 
a lot of fun too), Market Day which is our popular 
monthly grocery purchase program, and through 
membership fees and donations.    
  
How can you help you might ask yourself?  Well, you can 
join the Music Boosters organization (see the form in this 
newsletter) or you can volunteer  at one of our events 
(contact Linda Dinerman @ 
ldinerman@npmusicboosters.org ) and, most enjoyably 
you can attend some of the many music and performing 
arts events that are held each school year (see the calendar 
in this newsletter).  Of special note is the 
upcoming Faculty Music Recital, scheduled Thursday, 
October  21.  See the enclosed flyer for details. 
  
If you have any questions, feel free to contact any of the 
Board members listed below.  In addition, you can keep 
posted on upcoming events by visiting our new Music 
Boosters website (it will be in service soon - members will 
be notified when it is up and running). We are proud of our 
music and performing arts programs here in New 
Providence and are looking forward to a wonderful, 
musical year ahead. 
  
LYNN BOYER 
Music Boosters President 
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Faculty Recital & Music Boosters Meeting 
Thursday, October 21, 2004  

7:00 p.m. 
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VOCAL HEALTH: CARE OF THE VOICE Q &  A 
Susan Kirkland, NPHS Vocal Music 
 
The following article presents some information on vocal health and care of the voice.   
Why is vocal health impor tant? 
As the old saying goes "an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure".  The voice is one of our most powerful means of expressing 
ourselves, so we should treat it with respect and kindness.  The young voice can be particularly vulnerable to injury from improper use 
and should be handled with care.  Teaching children to care for their voices at an early age will help prevent damage as they develop 
and mature.   
 
What are some ways to take care of the voice? 

·  Hydration - drink lots and LOTS of water!!! 
·  Vocal and physical warm ups of your singing/speaking voice before a rehearsal/performance 
·  Use of good vocal technique when singing and/or speaking 
·  Rest - Vocal and Physical  
·  Relaxation and POSITIVE mental attitude 

What are some negative influences on a healthy voice? 
·  Overuse, shouting, screaming, cheerleading, over singing, singing cold (no warm up) 
·  Speaking in noisy environments 
·  Whispering 
·  Dryness in the environment 
·  Illness (colds, sinus infections) 
·  Coughing & throat clearing (traumatic to the vocal cords) 
·  Poor vocal technique when singing and/or speaking 
·  Caffeine, Alcohol, Smoking 
·  Reflux 
·  Certain foods (i.e. dairy for some) 
·  Stress and excessive physical tension (teeth grinding) 
·  Certain medications - i.e. antihistamines, decongestants, diuretics, local anesthetics 
·  Air pollution 

What are vocal abuse and vocal misuse? 
Vocal abuse is any behavior or occurrence that strains or injures the vocal folds.  Vocal misuse is improper use of the voice such as 
talking/singing too loudly or consistently at a pitch that is too high or too low.  Vocal abuse and misuse can eventually damage the vocal 
cords and lead to temporary or permanent changes in function and quality of the voice.    
Could you list some voice disorders/diseases? 

·  Laryngitis 
·  Vocal Nodules 
·  Vocal Polyp 
·  Contact Ulcers 

What are some signs/symptoms of a voice disorder? 
Recurrent or persistent (greater than 2 weeks): 

·  Laryngitis 
·  Hoarseness 
·  Loss of vocal range 
·  Vocal fatigue 
·  Decreased volume or vocal projection 
·  Neck or throat discomfort with voice use 

How can these be treated? 
If you think that your child may have a voice disorder, you should see an otolaryngologist who can examine the vocal cords through a 
fiber optic instrument.  Depending on the outcome, treatments include vocal rest, medications (i.e. for reflux), speech therapy and, in 
extreme cases, surgical intervention. 
 
What are some special considerations for  a boy©s voice? 
The changing male voice needs to be dealt with delicately on an emotional level.  Many boys who once enjoyed singing, stop singing 
at adolescence because of embarrassment and uncertainty.  Matching pitch can become a issue, due to the physical changes occurring.  
This can make a boy feel like he can©t sing any more.  The best thing to do is to reassure him that it will pass and to continue singing 
through the change.  Often a choral setting is helpful, since the voice isn©t so exposed.   
(Cont. p. 5) 
 



Vocal Health (Continued from p.4) 
 
changes occurring.  This can make a boy feel like he can©t sing any more.  The best thing to do is to reassure him that it will pass and 
to continue singing through the change.  Often a choral setting is helpful, since the voice isn©t so exposed. 
 
When should my child star t voice lessons? 
A child can study healthy singing technique at any age, but you must be cautious that a teacher doesn©t try to push the voice beyond its 
current physical limits.  Even for a voice that is more mature than usual for the child©s age, this can be detrimental.  For the average 
singer, high school age is a reasonable time to start.  Prior to this, a student can take chorus, piano or another instrument to develop 
musicianship.   
 
How do I  find a good voice teacher? 
Research locally and online for teachers near you. Ask local singers, school music teachers, non-singing musicians (i.e. church 
organist), and check with music stores. 
Ask about some of the points that are important to you (style of teaching, repertoire studied, location, cost, performance 
opportunities).  
Ask about the teacher©s training and how long he/she has been teaching. 
Ask teachers about the types of students they teach, most importantly, whether or not they have experience teaching young singers.  
Try out a lesson or two to see how the teacher works.  Don©t continue in a situation where your child is unhappy.  There are always 
other teachers.   
 
Where can I  find more information on vocal health? 
Web search topics include: vocal care, vocal health, voice abuse, voice teachers, singing teachers.   
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For the past six years, the Music Boosters has successfully run a Market Day Sale once a month in the high school.  We like Market 
Day as a fundraiser because it involves no door-to-door selling and offers quality products at a reasonable price. Each family has their 
favorites – snacks for lunches, gourmet meats, quick and easy to prepare dinners – all at competitive prices!! 
 
We have already earned over $13,000 from Market Day to help purchase music, stands, instruments and other equipment for all four 
of our schools.  If you haven’ t made a Market Day purchase yet, please give it a try, as it is a simple way to support music in our 
schools!  New families ordering in October are eligible for a bonus product!!!!! 
 
Order from Market Day online until noon on Wednesday before the sale–by far the easiest and most efficient way to do so – or you 
can submit a paper order to the schools by the Wednesday two weeks prior to the pick –up date. Look for our order forms in your 
child’s back-pack each month (elementary schools only).   

 
MARKET DAY PICK-UP DATES 2004-2005:  (All Tues. from 5-6pm, except where noted * ) 

PICK-UP LOCATION: NEW PROVIDENCE HIGH SCHOOL CAFETERIA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As always, we are looking for volunteers to help with Market Day on pick-up days.  Please contact Lynn Boyer 
(lboyer@npmusicboosters.org) if you can help.

Sept. 21              *Feb. 24 (pick-up 7:30 – 8:30) 
Oct. 19  March 22 
Nov. 16  April 26 
Dec. 14  May 24 
Jan. 25  June 21 
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SAVE THESE DATES AND PLEASE JOIN US ! ! !  
 

·  THURS. OCTOBER 21, 2004 7:00PM NPHS AUDITORIUM 
(Br ief meeting pr ior  to the FACULTY MUSIC RECITAL) 

·  TUES. JANUARY 25, 2005  7:30PM NPHS CHORUS ROOM 
·  THURS. MARCH 31, 2005  7:30PM  NPHS CHORUS ROOM 
·  WED. MAY 4, 2005 7:30PM  NPHS CHORUS ROOM 

 



HIGH SCHOOL AND MIDDLE SCHOOL STRINGS 
 

I am so excited to be back here in New Providence this year. 
Last year ended with the birth of my daughter, Angelina Lynn 
Seamster. At the time, she weighed 6lbs., 11 oz., but she is 
now almost 5 months old and getting so big. All of the 
students, parents, faculty and staff have been so wonderful in 
inquiring about her and wishing our family well. It is a true 
joy to share this amazing experience with all of you. 
 
The orchestras are starting the year off with a lot of sight-
reading and technical exercises to get ourselves back in the 
swing of things, but by the time you read this we will be well 
under way with our concert selections. Our Middle School 
group has many pieces to learn this year. They will be 
performing for 5 concerts with music changes for each one, so 
there are roughly 16 pieces to learn. The High School 
orchestra performs in only 2 concerts each year, however this 
gives us time to really push the limits of our technique, ‘ fine 
tune’  our performances, and expand our musical minds. 
Overall, we have some truly exciting music to work on and I 
hope that the students enjoy it as much as I do. I look forward 
to seeing all of you. 
 
Cheryl Seamster 

 

����
MEET STEVEN PALMIERI… 
OUR MIDDLE SCHOOL VOCAL 
INSTUCTOR 
 
Welcome back to those of you returning to New Providence 
Middle/High School, and welcome if you are new to the 
district. I am new to your school district as well, coming from 
a teaching position in the Demarest school system.  The first 
thing I want to do is thank you for supporting such a 
wonderful music program. It is directly responsible for my 
interest in New Providence.  I should tell you a bit about 
myself and what I’ ll be doing this year, but first I’d like to tell 
you about how I was hired. I think you’ ll like this story. 
 
I was ready to take a job in a Northern Passaic County school 
system as I was told an offer was going to be made once I met 
with the Superintendent.  I had already responded to an ad for 
a three-month maternity leave replacement position in New 
Providence and had been called for an interview by Ms. Maier 
at the Salt Brook School. Since I had really nothing else to do 
that Friday morning I decided to take the ride down and have 
the interview just on a whim.  I met with Ms. Maier and Dr. 
Feinberg for about forty minutes. I was so impressed with 
them, their educational philosophies, and the district’s  
devotion to music education that I became hopeful that we 
might work together.   

 
The leave replacement position would not have worked out for 
me but Dr. Feinberg began discussing another position that 
might become available. As things transpired, everything 
seemed to come together so rapidly that I felt it was being 
guided by the Fates.  We spoke by phone on the weekend and 
I was awarded the position on Monday morning.  I’ ll be 
teaching the general music classes for the 7th and 8th grades, 
directing the middle school chorus, and teaching voice lessons 
for high school singers. 
 
My background is not typical of many music teachers.  Most 
music teachers study voice or instrument applications in 
college and perhaps study music pedagogy as well. My studies 
were primarily in composition where the creative/artistic 
aspects of musicianship were emphasized. I have many years 
experience as a guitarist playing folk music and jazz, and have 
been involved with the Pro Arte Chorale in both 
administration and as a chorister. With Pro Arte I have 
performed with the New Jersey Symphony on countless 
occasions in venues throughout New Jersey including the 
marvelous new NJPAC. If you haven’ t yet attended a 
performance there you will be pleasantly surprised. It is one of 
the great halls in the country.  I have also performed at 
Carnegie and Avery Fisher halls in New York as well as 
several other great halls throughout the Northeast.  
 
My graduate work was in communications where I became 
interested in linguistic models of music theory and 
psychoacoustics. Over the years this has become somewhat of 
a hobby for me. I am intrigued by music’s power to evoke 
powerful emotional and physical responses in us. I want to 
know how that happens and by what processes. 
 
I am also devoted to the idea that arts education is critical in 
developing whole people.  In today’s world the challenge to 
the music educator is to ensure that students possess the basic 
skills of musicianship, have a real understanding of the role of 
music in societies around the world and how music expresses 
many things germane to those societies.  They must also 
understand the theory and history of Western Classical music, 
and create musical ideas that express their own aesthetic 
sensibilities using both traditional and modern, computer-
based technologies.  
 
I welcome that challenge and am very grateful for the efforts 
you make to give your children a rich and robust music 
environment as part of their greater education.  I will always 
be only a phone call or an email away if you should have any 
questions, suggestions, or concerns. Needless to say, I’m 
looking forward to working with you and your children, and I 
am honored to be the newest member of great music team. 
 
 
 



HIGH SCHOOL MARCHING BAND 
 
You may have heard something of Pirates taking over the high 
school.  Avast ye maties and listen well as I  speak ye the truth.  
The Pride and Class of New Providence, the New Providence 
High School Marching Band is performing “Pirates!”  featuring 
music from the movies “Hook” and “Pirates of the Caribbean”.  
The band is fielding its largest group ever with 122 members 
and has begun the season very well with energetic and 
productive rehearsals.  The band will perform at all Pioneer 
Football Games as well as 4 competitions, the New Providence 
Christmas Walk and the New Providence Memorial Day 
Parade.  The students are working extremely hard and are very 
excited about the program.  We hope to see you at one of our 
shows and wish all teams, clubs and activities good luck for 
their respective seasons. 
 
Michael Niedziejko 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HIGH SCHOOL VOCAL MUSIC 
Welcome Back! 
First of all, I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all of 
you who made my first year at New Providence one I won©t 
soon forget.  Your kindness, encouragement and enthusiastic 
support made it possible for us to accomplish numerous 
memorable and educational experiences for the NPHS 
community.  I am honored to have the opportunity to remain 
at the high school, and I am committed to upholding the same 
level of excellence that you have come to expect.   
 
Voice classes will be run as they were last year.  Students 
attend one period weekly on a rotating schedule.  Our winter 
recital, held in January, is classically-based.  The spring recital 
in May is set up in a "cabaret" format, with repertoire selected 
from musical theatre/contemporary styles.  I was fortunate to 
attend a very exciting voice workshop this summer that 
focused on training singers to sing in musical theatre and pop 
styles with a healthy technique.  I look forward to integrating 
this in our spring vocal training. 
 
The choral music program will undergo a schedule change this 
year.  Grades 11 and 12 will continue to rehearse second 
period, while grades 9 and 10 will rehearse seventh period.  
Among the benefits, this allows for more focused rehearsals 
that will include training in music theory, sight-singing and 
listening skills.  I hope to approach the teaching of these skills 
in creative and (hopefully) fun ways that will eventually 
provide students with a greater sense of musical independence 
and confidence.  I believe that their enjoyment of music and 
performing will increase, as their level of musicianship 
increases. 
I ask that you read carefully the vocal music handbook that 
will be sent home with your children.  Kindly sign and return 
the acknowledgement page as indicated.  If you  
 
 

have questions or concerns, please don©t hesitate to contact me 
at the high school.   
 
Your show of support has been a major indicator that New 
Providence takes Arts Education seriously and regards it as an 
integral, significant part of each child©s whole education.  A 
music educator couldn©t ask for more…thank you.  I©m looking 
forward to another wonderful year of making music with your 
children! 
 
Susan Kirkland 

                                                                    
NPHS DRAMA DEPARTMENT 
The NPHS Drama Department is looking forward to a very 
exciting year.  We begin with what promises to be one of our 
most challenging and thought-provoking productions to date; 
The Good Person of Setzuan by Bertold Brecht. Set in a 
poverty-stricken Chinese province, three gods come to earth in 
search of a “good person.”  As the story unfolds, one woman 
with a good heart is found, but her struggle to remain “good” 
in an often heartless and uncaring world becomes increasingly 
difficult.  Mixing both ancient and modern elements, original 
music, masks, and a healthy dose of satire, The Good Person 
of Setzuan is sure to be one of the most rewarding theatrical 
events of the year.  Don’ t miss it! 
 
For our Spring Musical, we are very pleased and excited to 
present Stephen Sondheim’s modern classic, Into the Woods.  
When a Baker and his Wife learn they©ve been cursed with 
childlessness by the Witch next door, they embark on a quest 
for the special objects required to break the spell, swindling, 
lying to and stealing from Cinderella, Little Red, Rapunzel 
and Jack (of beanstalk fame). Everyone©s wish is granted at the 
end of Act One, but the consequences of their actions return to 
haunt them later, with disastrous results. What begins a lively 
irreverent fantasy in the style of “The Princess Bride”  
becomes a moving lesson about community responsibility and 
the stories we tell our children.   
 

In the spring, we are pleased to present a series of scenes, 
monologues, and cabaret-style performances that are sure to 
leave you with a smile.  Drawing on class performances, new 
faces, and maybe even some returning veteran talent, the 
Spring Showcase will certainly serve as a fitting send-off to a 
fantastic year for NPHS Drama.   

As our students continue to grow and mature as performers 
and artists, we in the Drama and Music programs want to 
provide them with challenging opportunities to explore their 
strengths.  As you can see, this promises to be a very busy and 
exciting year for NPHS Drama.  We appreciate your continued 
support and hope to see you on many successful opening 
nights!                

 
Craig Duke                                                                                                             
 
 
  



MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND 
It’s hard to believe, but this marks my tenth year as a teacher 
in New Providence. Time has flown by, filled with countless 
good memories and great acquaintances. I hope I have made a 
difference in lives of a few children along the way, because 
that has always been my goal as a teacher. Having a positive 
input in developing young minds is my most important job. 
It’s also what keeps me coming back, because without that 
goal, teaching becomes tedious and uneventful, and the 
education of our children should never become uneventful. 
Children need inspiration, and so much of it comes from their 
parents and their teachers. I’m glad to be a part of that cycle. 
 
With the beginning of a new year, all band members start to 
re-kindle the discipline and re-tooling of the musical 
fundamentals it took to be successful from the previous year. 
Learning and maintaining musical instrument is a long 
process, one that always employs a balancing act between 
what you have already learned, what you need to learn, and 
what you have forgotten. The middle school band program is 
the link between the elementary grades and high school.  The 
level of difficulty and responsibility rises dramatically from 
the elementary grades, which is only  a portend of the 
increased level of difficulty and responsibility in the high 
school. This year will be no different from others in that I will 
stress musical fundamentals, such as, good tone production, 
proper posture, technical agility, range, balance and blend in a 
section and within a band, rehearsal and performance 
etiquette, and self-discipline. Along with all of that, I’d like to 
think we’d have a good time making music. 
 
Gerry Polci 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ELEMENTARY BAND 
Things are once again very hectic and exciting in Elementary 
Bandland!  Intensive weeks for beginning band students have 
taken place and by now 4th grade students are participating in 
the same capacity as 5th and 6th grade band students with one 
rotating pullout lesson per week.  Rehearsal and lesson 
schedules are available and have been distributed to your 
children.  If you have any questions, please feel free to 
Contact Mrs. Iatesta at Salt Brook or Mr. Kriebel at Roberts.  
We appreciate your support and urge you to become involved 
in your child’s musical education.  Encourage regular daily 
practice and request performances of what your child is 
currently working on in Band and in lessons. Every so often, 
please see that your child has all of the necessary supplies for 
their instrument to perform to the best of their ability.  Let’s 
all work together to make your child’s participation in band as 
productive and positive an experience as possible. 
 
Ryan Kriebel 

 
For me the months of July and August are a time for 
recharging. I use the time away from school to make myself a 
better teacher and musician. Then, I feel fresh and ready when 
September arrives. Allow me to take you on a musical journey 
through my summer. 
 
I sing in a male a capella group called “Cadence” . During the 
summer we arranged new music and rehearsed for an 
upcoming concert in October. Since there are only four 
members in the group, and only one singer in each part, it is 
imperative that I learn my part well. I enjoy the challenge this 
provides. I also make a habit of sitting at my piano to practice. 
This doesn’ t sound like such a big deal, but in my line of work 
I PLAY piano often….I rarely have the time to PRACTICE. 
The solitary task of practicing scales and finger-strengthening 
exercises may be tedious for some, but I thoroughly enjoyed 
it. I even learned some new piano pieces! 
 
In August I attended several concerts at the world-famous 
Tanglewood Music Festival in the Bershire Mountains. One 
concert featured the Boston Philharmonic Orchestra conducted 
by composer/conductor John Williams. Another featured the 
Tanglewood Festival Orchestra, a group enormously of 
talented high school and college students performing under the 
baton of Seiji Ozawa. It was inspiring to watch this famous 
Maestro in action! Hearing Metropolitan opera stars, Dawn 
Upshaw and Stephanie Blythe, was another highlight. 
 
In a more scholarly vein, I wrote an article on the teaching of 
vocal canons in the public schools. I submitted it to MENC: 
National Association for Music Education for consideration. 
My hope is that the article will run in one of the association’s 
professional publications 
 
Like many of my students, when I am asked, “What did you 
do last summer?”  I usually say, “Oh, nothing.”  Looking back 
over this article, I guess that’s the wrong answer. 
 
ELEMENTARY STRING PROGRAM 
I’m eager to start another year in the “Land of Strings” . 
Intensive training week for Salt Brook beginners took place 
September 13–17, followed by intensive training week for 
A.W. Roberts beginners September 20-24. Orchestra for all 
students will begin the last week in September.  Enrollments 
are up at both schools and the students are already working 
hard. One minor change to the program is that early morning 
rehearsals will take place at your child’s school instead of the 
high school as in the past.  If you have any questions, please 
feel free to contact me at either school. We are looking 
forward to the year and hope to see you at any one of our 
performances. I look forward to seeing you and I appreciate 
your support in your child’s endeavor to play strings! 
 
 Eileen Pluta 
 

ALLEN W. ROBERTS 
VOCAL MUSIC 

First Day of School Essay: What I Did 
Last Summer by Kenneth Hess 

 



SUPPORTING THE ARTS YIELDS 
GREAT RESULTS 

 
With the whole country focusing the “No Child Left Behind”  
education policies of the government, I am so pleased the New 
Providence seems to have such a positive direction. It is 
frightening to discover so many districts are interpreting this 
initiative to mean “basics”  only. There is so much more to a 
child’s education than merely academics. Children need 
exposure to all the arts to become a well rounded adult. 
 
It has also been documented that the arts actually increase 
intelligence. The College Board did a study and stated that the 
longer a student participated in the arts the higher their SAT 
score was. For example, students participating in the arts for 
two years averaged 29 points higher on the verbal portion and 
19 points higher on the math portion of the SAT than students 
with no coursework or experience in the arts. Students with 
four or more years in the arts scored 61 and 45 points higher 
on the verbal and math portions respectively, than students 
with no arts coursework.. Studies have also shown that with 
music involvement there is a high correlation between positive 
self perception, high cognitive competence score, healthy self-
esteem, total interest and involvement in school. 
 
The music program in New Providence continues to be strong. 
This is due in a large part, to the parent involvement and 
administrative support. You are doing what is best for children 
by supporting the arts.   
 
Thank you for the pleasure of teaching your children in one of 
the greatest disciplines in the public schools! 
 
Susan Iatesta 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

VOCAL MUSIC AT ALLEN W. ROBERTS 
AND SALT BROOK SCHOOLS 

 
I’m looking forward to my sixth year in New Providence. I 
love this job! This year I will teach Pre-K through grade 2 at 
Allen W. Roberts School as well as grades 3 and 4 at Salt 
Brook School. 
 
Last year, with help from the Salt Brook PTA I received a 
grant called “Drum Circles!”  from the Junior League of 
Summit. This project serves to create a sense of community 
within the 3rd grade music class. I chose 3rd grade initially 
because the children are moments away from ensemble 
playing in 4th grade.  A large percentage of  
 
 
 

 
our students begin band or orchestra instruments and I want to 
instill in them the importance of eye contact,  
timing, improvisation, dynamics and JOY in ensemble music. 
Salt Brook’s 4th graders will continue last year’s 
“DrumCircles!”  project by adding doumbeks (small Middle 
Eastern Drums) to one of our choral pieces this winter. 
 
Allen W. Roberts has some new smiling faces this year. It is 
so nice to have the Pre-K program in this new location. I knew 
these incredible 3-4 years olds from Salt Brook and we’re 
picking up right where we left off in Pre-K Music. 
 
As always, my students will spend their music time singing 
and playing music from our country as well as many other 
cultures. We are singers, movers, readers, dancers, players and 
who knows what else we will be? 
 
Jennifer Starr 
 

 
 
 
 

MUSIC BOOSTERS ON THE WEB!! 
COMING SOON 

 
We are excited to present to you for the first time a Music 
Boosters WEB site. Through the years we have received 
feedback that the membership would like to stay more 
informed about upcoming music and performing arts events as 
well as Music Booster meetings. We have the great fortune to 
have Susan Peterson join our team and head up the design and 
maintenance of the website. Although the site is not complete 
yet, we anticipate shortly its arrival. Membership will be 
notified when it is up and running. Visit us and stay tuned for 
a terrific year of music! 
 
 

 



 
NEW PROVIDENCE SCHOOL DISTRICT: 

Performing Ar ts Calendar 
 
September 

23 HS Fall Play Auditions 
24 HS Music Department Fundraiser Begins 

 
October 

2 HS Marching Band Competition at Somerville HS 
9 HS Marching Band Competition at Pequannock 

Township HS 
11 HS Music Department Fundraiser Ends 
21 Music Boosters Meeting/Faculty Recital 
23 HS Marching Band Competition at Livingston HS 
26 AWR Beginner’s Night 
27 SB Beginner’s Night 
31 HS Marching Band State Championships in Marlton, 

NJ 
 
November 

1 – 3    Winter Guard Clinics/Audition 
3 HS Jazz Band Auditions 
18 HS Fall Play Dress Rehearsal 
19 – 20   HS Fall Play 

 
December 

1 MS Winter Concert 
7 AWR Holiday Concert 
8 HS Musical Auditions 
9 SB Holiday Concert 
15 HS Holiday Concert 
22 HS Jazz Groups to Elementary Schools 

 
January 

18 HS Junior/Senior Vocal Recital 
19 HS Freshmen/Sophomore Vocal Recital 
25 Music Boosters Meeting 
26 Beginner’s Instrumental Concert – AWR and SB Band 
and Strings  

 
February 

9 Sweets & Strings 
 
March 

7 – 10 HS Musical – Production Week 
10    HS Musical Dress Rehearsal 
11- 13 HS Musical – “Into The Woods” 
23 Ice Cream Social 
30 HS Instrumental Recital 
31 Music Boosters Meeting (7 pm) 

 
April 

1 – 2  Local Teen Arts Festival at New Providence High 
School 

10 MS Instrumental Recital 
 
May 

4 Music Boosters Meeting 
6 In The Mood Dinner Dance 
10 HS Freshmen/Sophomore Vocal Recital 

11 HS Junior/Senior Vocal Recital 
16– 19 Fall Color Guard Clinics/Audition 
16 SB Vocal Concerts 
17 AWR Vocal Concerts 
20 – 23  HS Music Department Trip 

        24 HS Spring Instrumental Concert 
25   HS Spring Vocal Concert 
30 New Providence Memorial Day Parade featuring HS 

and MS Bands 
31 AWR Band Concert 

 
June 

1 SB Band Concert 
2 Elementary Strings Concert 
3 MS Music Department Trip to Dorney Park 
6 MS Spring Concert 
15 Marching Band Orientation 
 

 
 

 


